
scifinder.cas.org

SciFinder®  
Quick Start Guide



SciFinder® - The choice for 
chemistry research.™

Only SciFinder provides researchers with 
unlimited access to the world’s largest and 
most reliable collection of chemistry and 
related scientific information.

The following pages will introduce you 
to basic SciFinder search options and get 
you on your way to searching the largest 
collection of substances, reactions, and 
patent and journal references. For more 
information about using SciFinder to 
advance your research, training materials 
are available at http://www.cas.org/
training/scifinder.



Quick Start to Saved Answer Sets and Keep Me Posted

1. 	 Explore References by selecting one of the following options:  
	 •	 Research Topic
	 •	 Author Name
	 •	 Company Name
	 •	 Document Identifier
	 •	 Journal
	 •	 Patent
	 •	 Tags

2.	 Advanced Search allows you to filter by:
	 •	 Publication Year
	 •	 Document Type
	 •	 Language
	 •	 Author
	 •	 Company

Quick Start to Exploring References

For more information about using SciFinder to advance your research, training 
materials are available online at http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder.

More than  
10,000 active 

journals

63 patent 
authorities



1. 	 The Explore Substances page allows you to search for substances and their experimental and 	
	 predicted properties by:
	 •	 Chemical Structure
	 •	 Markush Structure
	 •	 Molecular Formula
	 •	 Property
	 •	 Substance Identifier

2. 	 Advanced Search allows you to filter your answers by: 
	 •	 Characteristics
	 •	 Classes
	 •	 Studies

Quick Start to Exploring Substances

For more information about using SciFinder to advance your research, training 
materials are available online at http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder.

More than 90 
million organic 
and inorganic 

substances



1.  Explore single- and multi-step Reactions and experimental procedures.

2.  Advanced Search allows you to filter your search by:
	 •	 Solvents
	 •	 Non-participating functional group(s)
	 •	 Number of steps
	 •	 Classifications
	 •	 Sources
	 •	 Publication year

Quick Start to Exploring Reactions

For more information about using SciFinder to advance your research, training 
materials are available online at http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder.

More than 61 
million single- 
and multi-step 
reactions from 

journals and 
patents



1.	 SciFinder allows you to easily view saved and imported answer sets. 

2.	 Keep Me Posted allows you to stay current in your areas of interest.

Quick Start to Saved Answer Sets and Keep Me Posted

For more information about using SciFinder to advance your research, training 
materials are available online at http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder.

Stay on top of 
your research and 

ahead of your 
competitors



SciPlanner helps you quickly identify synthesis options in order to design the best pathways, 
and gives you the tools to organize and manage results. 

Quick Start to SciPlanner™

Organize and plan 
syntheses projects 

all in one place

For more information about using SciFinder to advance your research, training 
materials are available online at http://www.cas.org/training/scifinder.
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Chemical Abstracts Service (CAS),  
a division of the American Chemical Society,

is the world’s authority for chemical information. 
CAS is the only organization in the world whose 

objective is to find, collect and organize all publicly 
disclosed chemical substance information. 

To learn more, visit www.cas.org
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